Dear Applicant,
As you may know, in April of 2010 the Governor signed a bill which called for the appointment of an Autism Commission to conduct an investigation of the needs and services of individuals across the spectrum who resides in the Commonwealth. 
The twenty-seven person Commission has 12 seats to be filled by appointment of the Governor.   Since there is such limited Commission capacity, those who wish to apply should know that if they are not chosen for the Commission, that they may be chosen for a work group  (see topic areas listed on the application).  
Commission and work group members will be asked to identify issues and/or concerns related to the specific subject matter and then to develop recommendations. Discussion and materials will remain confidential until and unless they are able to go out for public comment. 

We anticipate that those who are involved in either the Commission or the workgroups will need to devote a significant amount of time to this effort and we would ask you to consider your ability to make this commitment before applying.  The Commission will meet once monthly on Mondays starting in September, (time to be determined) and work groups will most likely meet more frequently with location and time also to be determined.  

We hope you will be willing to invest your time in this very important endeavor and if so, please complete the enclosed application as quickly as possible.  Please note that you may be asked to complete a background check should you be selected for  the Commission. 

Please return the application to Jennifer Barrelle in State Representative Barbara L’Italien’s office no later than August 16, 2010.  The application can be sent to State House Room 238 Boston MA 02133 or emailed to Jennifer.Barrelle@state.ma.us.  For any questions, you can reach Jen at 617 722 2380 

Thank you for your continued efforts in helping individuals with Autism.  I look forward to working with you all.  

